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 Gladwell’s article
 
1. What causes the correlation between a parent’s smoking and their children’s smoking? 
According to this article, children tend to do what they are told not to. Since they believe that only parents are supposed to smoke, they end up doing it. Kids born and raised by parents who smoke are more likely to smoke than those kids whose parents do not smoke.


2. There is a significant correlation between the problems adolescents have and conflict with their parents. However, when genetic factors were taken into consideration the link between negative parenting and almost entirely disappeared.” What does this tell us about the causes of the adolescent’s problems? 
it tells us that adolescent problems are not caused by parents or the environment in which they are brought up in.  it is explained that these problems are caused by peer influence.
3. What is the Cinderella effect? How does it influence our interpretation of research showing the effect of parental activity on their children’s behavior? 
The Cinderella effect shows that adolescents try to be different people characters when they are with their parents and different characters when they are with their peers. Parents may think that what they do positively affect their kids because they see how kids behave around them but when they go outside the home, they behave differently. This means that those characters that parents know about their children, they are the only ones that know them.
4.  What are the typically reported effects on children living in single-parent families and poor neighborhoods with the high crime?  What variables have been typically considered to be the causes of high rates of delinquent behavior, adolescent pregnancy, and high school dropout rates?  According to Harris’s review reported by Gladwell what variable(s) is the more important?  

The research shows that children brought up in poor neighborhoods and by single parents end up having criminal like behaviors. Children should be brought up in a better neighborhood with a family problem than in a bad neighborhood with a good family. This is because peers influence a person's behavior way more than the relationship with parents. 


High rates of criminal behaviors, pregnancies and drop out among youths are brought by the following:
· Divorce- Marriage annulment between parents destroys the kid’s relationship with their parents as well as with their friends.
· Relocation- moving to new environments makes kids lonely since they lose their friends and adapting to new schools and making new friends difficult.

· Abandonment- if a child is left by their real father, they lack the father- figure to build their self-esteem.
According to Harris, the most important variable is relocation. For instance, children who relocate severally have a problem with making friends because peers take longer to accept them. They, therefore, end up having problems with school work and socialization.




Scarr’s article 

5.  In what way does environmental opportunity affect the way a genotype influences the development of a phenotype? 
Environment doe not affect the development of a phenotype. This is because people born by the same parent will have some resemblance despite the environments in which they are raised.


6.  How does this understanding of the way genotype influences the development of a phenotype limit the way that parents can influence their children’s development?  
Even though members of the same family have some resemblance despite the environment they are in, the behaviors and choices differ in those different environments. Therefore, children raised in poverty will have different character and knowledge from those raised in rich families.




According to the authors of Ghosts in the Nursery-

7.  What emotional condition seemed to prevent Mrs. March from hearing her baby, Jane’s, distress cries?
Mrs. March's cries had not been heard. She suffered stigmatization from the way she was brought up therefore she was closed off emotionally. This made it difficult for her to comfort her daughter because she did not know how to deal with the situation.

8. How did the social worker help Mrs. March regain the ability to care in a more adequate way for her baby?
the social workers put Mrs. March and her daughter through counseling. They removed the “ghost in the nursery” during the emergency session before they took the home sessions counseling. T heir counselor developed a mechanism for treatment where Mrs. March had to develop a relationship with her daughter through communication.
 

9.  What prevented Annie from touching and holding her baby Greg?
Annie grew up in a dull environment and was neglected as a child. She was raised in a hostile and abusive family. Therefore, she was afraid of raising her child in the same destructive way she was raised.
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Extra Credit:  Gladwell says, “The scores of the adopted kids, ….had nothing in common with the scores of their adoptive parents….in personality or intellectual skills to the people who reared them…then they were to any to adults taken at random.”  Explain why this does not mean that an enriched environment provided by the adoptive parents would not affect the adopted child.

The only thing a child shares with the parents is genes. Therefore, a child can have good intellectual skills and personality since these things are not passed from parent to child.

Extra credit:  Without intervention by the therapists what do you predict would be the nature of the type of attachment Jane and Greg would have with their mothers and their fathers. Explain why you make that prediction.
Mary would have ended up emotionally closed up and stigmatized. This in turn would have negatively affected her relationship with Jane since she would feel neglected.
Annie would wend up raising her child in a hostile environment making her son hate her.





 

 


